expelled any doubt about the systemic nature of lymph circulation for she traced the development of these vessels from early localised " lymph sacs " from which a closed tubular system of vessels was established, which had no communication whatever with blood vessels.
In the last twenty years probably no one has done more general pioneer work on the lymphatic system than Drinker and Yoffey (1941) .
Modern Methods of Examining the Lymphatics
The object of any injection technique is,to render the lymph vessels dilated to their maximum extent and to inject them with some contrasting medium which does not penetrate their walls into the surounding tissues. These vessels may then be dissected out, fixed and mounted.
Sappey (1874) Florey (1927) has made use of hydrokollag to demonstrate the lymphatics of the diaphragm by intra-peritoneal injection in the anaesthetised rabbit.
The supra-and infra-diaphragmatic plexuses were well shown but there was a certain leakage of the particles through the vessel walls. Opie (1929) believed that inflammation inhibited the entrance of streptococci into the blood stream and that these bacteria were similarly kept out of the lymphatics. He based his views on his injections of different strains of streptococci into the peritoneal cavities of live guinea-pigs in which a previous sterile peritonitis had been set up with aleuronat injections. A coating of fibrin over the vessels resulting from the antecedent inflammatory process blocked the passage of the bacteria into the vessels. Furthermore, the diminished movements of diaphragm and bowel concomitant with the sterile peritonitis diminished the flow of lymph and venous blood and thereby inhibited the dissemination of whatever organisms gained entrance. More recently Menkin (1938) has corroborated these findings by showing that a definite layer of fibrin encases the walls of even the small lymphatics and thrombosis occurs within them in inflamed areas. Nevertheless, bacteria can and do enter lymphatics, and Drinker and Enders (1935) found that the lymph from the thoracic duct of a rabbit was flooded with pneumococci which had been injected intravenously one hour previously. Different strains of organisms in different doses were similarly injected and in each case they were found in the lymph, inflammatory reactions being negligible so rapid was the spread of the organisms.
The barrier function of lymph nodes has been well recognised since i860 by Virchow, and we now know that these glands also produce antibodies which McMaster and Hudach (1935) 
